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a note from the director
Greetings, friends of NDUEC,

I am excited to share the amazing work of Sr. Maria Therese, SND, and her team at 
the Notre Dame Urban Education Center. They provide transformative educational 
programs to children and families in urban communities. This past school year was 
busy and successful, thanks to the hard work of our volunteers and the continued 
expansion of NDUEC facilities to improve students’ learning experiences.

In the 2022-2023 school year, the Center provided academic support to 91 students 
from the urban community through its four transformative programs: Early Learning, 
Homework Plus, and Summer Academics. The Early Learning program saw a 33% 
increase in enrollment, while the other two programs maintained a healthy level of 
student and family participation. In addition, the NDUEC team expanded the range 
of activities and experiences offered to the students, including the Sewing Corner, 
Microscope Lab, Mr. Bones Skeleton & Interactive Body Mat, music offered by Skool 
Aid, and the popular STEM garden.

The leadership team, led by Sr. Maria Therese, also worked to improve the facilities at the Center this year. They 
expanded the student library with the help of Cincinnati Book Bus, donating over $1,000 worth of new books and 
reading material. Thanks to funding from the Greater Cincinnati Foundation, the Center’s outdoor green space was 
enhanced through the creation of a STEM Garden complete with an irrigation system. The students love taking a 
break from their structured academics and spending time in the garden learning about eco-literacy, nutrition, and 
sustainability with our volunteers. To create a more conducive learning environment, the Center’s lighting was 
converted from fluorescent to LED, thanks to a grant made possible by the Honorable Order of Kentucky Colonels. 
Studies have shown that this change will enhance learning and increase student productivity while also reducing 
energy costs and freeing up resources to support student programs.

We prioritize the safety and security of our students and staff. Thanks to the generosity of Cameron’s Cause, 
an automated external defibrillator (AED) was donated to assist individuals who experience sudden cardiac 
arrest. On behalf of the Center, I extend special thanks to Dr. Ryan Wood, a St. Elizabeth Physician, for providing 
comprehensive training to our staff on the proper utilization of the AED.

As noted in last year’s annual report, the lack of convenient student transportation has been a significant constraint 
for the Center since its inception in 2010. It was my pleasure to inform all the Center’s stakeholders that we had 
contracted to purchase a 12-passenger van to address this constraint. After many months of anticipation, I am 
happy to announce that the Center took delivery of the new van this summer and will be providing transportation 
for students who need it most this upcoming school year. On behalf of the Center and its students, I want to thank 
the very generous family foundation whose significant contribution allowed this to happen.  

Speaking on behalf of the NDUEC Board of Directors, we would like to extend our heartfelt appreciation to Sr. Maria 
Therese and her team for their unwavering dedication to our mission. We would also like to express our gratitude to 
the numerous supporters, volunteers, and families associated with NDUEC. Your invaluable contributions in terms 
of time, financial resources, and skills are pivotal to the success of the center in assisting our students in developing 
their confidence and reigniting their passion for lifelong learning. Together, we are offering hope and opportunity 
to the students and families of our community.

With sincerest appreciation,

Jason E. Lenihan
Chair, NDUEC Board of Directors
2022-2023

Executive Chair
Jason Lenihan

Executive Vice-Chair
Sarah Gray

Donna Bloemer

Ami Brown

Michael Faillo

Sr. Rita Geoppinger, SND

Sr. Rose Moser, SND

Peggy Sellmeyer

Peggy Vogt

Jack VonHandorf

Zachary Welp

Gerry Zembrodt

Mark Zilliox

Executive Director
Sr. Maria Therese, SND

Jason E. Lenihan
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FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT  JULY 1, 2022 - JUNE 30, 2023

Alliance for Catholic Urban Education

Amazon Smile

Bishop Brossart High School

Cameron’s Cause

Covington Business Council

Covington Catholic High School

Covington Early Learning Initiative: 
Ready, Ready, Covington

Covington Independent Public 
Schools

Covington Latin School

Cross Computers

DCCH Center for Children and 
Families

Diocese of Covington

Kenton County Public Library

Kroger Community Rewards

Ladies of the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians

Lincoln Grant Scholar House

Northern Kentucky Community          
in Action

Notre Dame Academy

PThomas Design

Queen City Book Bank

Sisters of Notre Dame of the United 
States of America

Skool Aid

St. Agnes Parish

St. Henry High School

St. Joseph School, Cold Spring

The Book Bus, Melanie Moore

Villa Madonna Academy

Program 60.95%

Administration 21.90%

Occupancy 15.19%

Development   1.96%

INCOME EXPENSES

Program Fees   4.08%

Grants 62.26%

Contributions 20.33%

Investment 13.33%

Providing transformative educational 
experiences to impact individual wellbeing.our mission

91 Students

145 Volunteers

3643 Volunteer Hours

Agnes Nordloh Charitable Trust

The Butler Foundation

Charles and Ruth Seligman Family 
Foundation

The Charles H. Dater Foundation, Inc.

Conrad N. Hilton Fund for Sisters

The Daniel & Susan Pfau Foundation

The David N. & Ann Early Foundation

Deupree Family Foundation

Diocese of Covington - DPAA

Elsa M. Heisel Sule Charitable Trust

Evelyn W. Dunn Charitable Trust

Fischer Family Foundation

Greater Cincinnati Foundation: 
Environmental Beautification

Greater Cincinnati Foundation: 
Summer Time Kids

Honorable Order of Kentucky 
Colonels

Justin R. Niklas Family Foundation

The R.C. Durr Foundation, Inc.

Robert A. & Marian K. Kennedy 
Charitable Trust

Stella M. Buerger Charitable Trust

Toyota Motor Engineering and 
Manufacturing North America

Robert W. Baird & Co., Inc.

St. Elizabeth Healthcare

 NDUEC in Numbers

 Grantmakers

 Corporate Sponors

 Collaborating Partners

86% of Summer Academics students improved in Math and English

81% of Homework Plus students improved in Math and English

100% of Early Learning students scored “kindergarten ready”

Thomas More University

Wealth Dimensions Group LTD
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Michael & Toni Ash
Donna Bloemer & Kevin Baker
Ami Brown
Cameron’s Cause
Kelsey Chandler
DCCH Flea Market

Chuck & Linda Fieger
Sarah Gray
Cindy Hemsath
Mary Ann Hug
Bob Klein
Jason & Brandi Lenihan

Katie Luning
Ladies Ancient Order of 
Hibernians 
Matthew 25: Ministries
Melanie Moore, The Book Bus
Notre Dame Academy - Textile 
Class

Notre Dame Academy - Soccer 
Team
Saint Joseph’s School
Sr. Maria Therese Schappert
Mike & Peggy Vogt
Tony & Gerry Zembrodt
Mark Zilliox

our donors are transforming lives
It is with sincere gratitude that we recognize the generous donors who made 

financial and in-kind contributions to the Notre Dame Urban Education Center.

In Honor of
Barbara Fritz
Brandi Lenihan
Cathy Stephens
David Border
Gary Benke
Jackie Kriege
Ruth & Greg Fangman

In Honor of
Sr. Maria Therese Schappert
Sr. Luann Bender
Sr. Marla Monahan
Sr. Ruth Lubbers
Srs. Reinette & Lynette
Sue Eilers
The Lenihan Family

In Memory of
Ashley Jourdain
August William Meier
Chuck & Thelma Hanneken
Dr. Maurice J. Mueller
James (Jim) Fischesser
Marcia Klaene
Martin & Theresa Foys

In Memory of
Orine F. Haacke
Patricia Liddy Troy, Ohio
Ralph and Peggy Hoffer
Richard Wolf
Rosemary Monahan

Gifts of $5,000+
St. Agnes Parish
Harold Dulude

Gifts of $2,500+
John & Katherine Caldon
Roger & Diane Keller
Richard & Jeanne-Marie 
Tapke
Tony & Gerry Zembrodt

Gifts of $1,000+
Lou & Joyce Albers
Dale & Amy Arlinghaus
Daniel Burr
Sarah Gray
Jason & Brandi Lenihan
Donald & Alice Lubbe
Joseph & Virginia 
Schmidt
Michael Sketch
Paul & Julie Spellman
Jerome & Susan Von 
Handorf

Gifts of $500+
Chuck & Linda Fieger
Bishop Roger J. Foys, 
D.D., S.T.D.
Warren & Mary Heist
Robert & Diane Hoffer
Louis Iannitti
Thomas Kearns
Geraldine A. Kreutzjans
Ladies Ancient Order of 
Hibernians
Michael & Mary Luebbers
Stephen & Jane Meier

Gifts of $500+
Steve & Carol Rankin
Fred & Laura Riehle
Gary & Mary Beth Scott
Virginia Margaret Strunk
William Summe
Zachary Welp
James & Phyllis 
Woltermann
Gary & Gina Wulfeck

Gifts of $250+
Steven Begley
Tom & Tina Bernheimer
Richard Bolte
James & Nancy Bradley
Greg A. Brinker
Ami Brown
Joe & Joyce Burwinkel
Tom & Marilyn Feldman
Joy Fotsch
Mary E. Gray
Mark & Betsy Hausfeld
Philip & Nancy Kroeger
Rick & Anne Meyer
Kathleen Mueller
Frederick & Charlotte 
Read
James & Susan Roebker
Dana Schilling
Joseph & Janice 
Schwegmann
My Le Thi Tran
Barry & Diane Tuemler
Jack & Teri VonHandorf
Nick & Glorie Winnike
Rick & Carolyn Witte

Gifts of $100+
Jim & Marna Zalla
Karen Acuff
Charles & Angela Billiter
Judith A. Bland
Nancy Bloemer
David Burridge
Mary Pat Carter
Matt & Mary Kay 
Connolly
Brenda Daulton
Jeffrey & Kerrie Eilers
Michael & Kelly Faillo
Janice Farrell
Elaine Fieger
Steve & Nancy Frank
Barbara Fritz
Maielle Gearding
Chris and Amy Gilles
Margaret Hardebeck
Rachel Heberling
Carol Hodge
Thomas H. Jacober
Laroy & Kathy Kendall
Brian & Laura Koehl
Andrea Lonneman
Michael & Rae Maier
Richard & Anne Meyer
Paul & Kathleen Michels
John & Beth Milam
Stephen & Charlotte 
Miller
Ruth A. Neltner
Irene Nichols
Ed & Nancy Schellhaas
Thomas & Diane Seiter
Rieck Services
Ian Smith

Gifts of $100+
Jim & Theresa Snodgrass
Paula Snow
John Sterling
Robert & Cathy Stevens
Bryon & Laura Tierney
Mary Tignor
Mike & Peggy Vogt
Ken White

Gifts up to $99
Steve & Ruth Averdick
Donna Bloemer & Kevin 
Baker
Sharon Ballman
Shannon Berry
Elmer & Vickie Bertram
Gary & Jae Bishop
Pamela Blackburn
Kathy Bondick
Dave & Cindy Brake
Mary Ann Cheevers
Kathleen Delaura
Michael Dischar
Pamela Dumaine
Terry & Gayle Egan
MaryEllen Farrell
Adam & Sherri Feinauer
Sharon Forton
Joseph & Janice Gormley
Michael and Karen 
Hermann
Holy Cross High School
Jacquelyn Kriege
Larry D. Kavanagh & Ms. 
Kelly A. Kusch
Richard & Gail Lange
Joshua Lenihan

Gifts up to $99
DJ Mecsey
Daniel & Susan Meier
Paul Miller
Ken & Amy Osterkamp
Rudolph & Angela 
Pohlabeln
Bridget Price
Pat & Patty Raverty
Deborah Redfield
Mary Ann Robinson
Kenneth & Janice 
Roenker
Chuck Rolfsen
Alan & Carol Routh
Maria Schappert
Don & Janet Schmidt
Mary Beth Schneider
Jeffrey & Julie Schwab
Roger Schwartz
Krista Seta
Timothy & Judy Shields
Joseph Shuman
David & Jane Spaulding
St. Henry High School
James & Beverly Sullivan
Tom & Donna Szarwark
Elizabeth Tieman
David & Jane Topmiller
John Turner
Linda Welp
Kenneth and Kathleen 
Williams
Ryan & Erin Woods
Raymond & Rita 
Zerhusen
Mark Zilliox

 Donors

 Tributes

 In-kind Donors
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We believe that all individuals possess a unique level of expertise that can in some way help the children we serve. Thank you to all 
of the volunteers who gave so generously of their time and talent to the Notre Dame Urban Education Center. We are truly grateful.

Taelyn Ackley

Sarah Alcorn

Barb Antell

Jeff Arnold

Melanie Arnold

Isabelle Bailey

Gabby Baker

Jasmine Barczak

Doris Berning

Jae Bishop

Caroline Boehmer

Ava Boertlein

Alexandria Borg

Annie Bowman

Greg Brinker

Ella Brocher

Sam Brown

Kathy Caldon

Ivy Chaplin

Terry Chittum

Chris Chun

Lizzie Chun

Megan Chun

Scarlet Cogswell

Natalie Collins

Jaden Connor

Izzy Cook

Ben Daniels

Lily Deters

Allison  Dilbert

Elizabeth Duffy

Lydia Dusing

Isabella Eubank

Jan Farrell

Isabelle Fettig

Sue Flach

Sophia Franxman

Sophia Freox

Barb Fritz

Elizabeth Fry

Chloe Fullenkamp

Lauren Futcher

Emma Gates

Addyson Gearding

Carson Gould

Ellie Greenwell

Sarah Gregg

Patrick Guilfoyle

Sr. Judith Marie Hagan

Sandy Hartig

Peggy Haskell

Anita Heidrich

Jake Heikner

Joelle Hentz

Ally Jones

Sophia Karim

Sheree Kelly

Monsignor Kemo

Lucie Kiely

Allen King

Cameron Kirtley

Georgi Kirtley

Bob Klein

Georgia Kleman

Lucy Kleman

Hannah Knapke

Jada Kramer

Jackie Kriege

Audrey Kyas

Kate Laws

Ellie Leen

Kate Lenihan

Tori Lenihan

Ariel  Lipson

Katie Logston

Ella Long

Andrea Lonneman

Carol Lonneman

Lexi Mauller

Anna McCoy

Megan McKeown

Megan McKlian

Ellie McWhinnie

Anna Meade

Sue Meier

Julia Meyers

Therese Moser

Allie Mosser

Ashley Neltner

Peggy Norris

Abby Otto

Sheila Peeno

Ella Petzelt

Gee-Ann Allian Plaza

Kayleigh Ransom

Zoe Rassati

Mary Ann Robinson

Mia Safarcyk

Lily Sassler

Chloe Schaeffer

Terri Schmidt

Ian Schneidt

Matthew Schneidt

Larissa Schoemake

Kylie Schutzman

Meghan Schwartz

Peggy Sellmeyer

Ben Setters

Maggie Setters

Matthew Setters

Claire Shay

Bob Simon

Patti Smith

Paula Snow

Sam Spellman

Sr. Judith Marie

Sr. M. Dennise

Sr. M. Janet

Sr. M. Jolene

Sr. M. Lourita

Sr. M. Lynette

Sr. M. Michelyn

Sr. M. Reinette

Sr. M. Rita

Sr. Margaret Agnes

Sr. Nance Marie

Sr. Patricia Marie

Caitlynn Stratton

Sarah Stratton

Grace Summe

Paige Summe

Marilyn Taylor

Monica Tsoras

Abby Turnpaugh

Tyler Turnpaugh

Mary Wall

Peggy Walsh

Ella Weber

Emily Wendt

Jennifer Wendt

Carleigh Witajenski

Carson Wulfeck

Gina Wulfeck

Dr. Anthony Zembrodt

Gerry Zembrodt

volunteers make a real difference

thank you


